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Status by Crop 
• Corn: V3 to V5 

• Soybeans: VC to V2 

• Alfalfa: 8-18” regrowth after 1st cut 

• Snap Beans: VC to V3 

• Potatoes 

– Full Season: 90% emergence to 9” growth 

– Short Season: Unplanted to 30% canopy 

• Carrots: 1 to 4 true leaves (2” tall) 

• Onions: 2 to 4 true leaves 



This Week 

Row Crops 

• Corn 

– Cutworm, Armyworm, weeds, nutrient 

deficiencies, stand counts.  

• Soybeans 

–  Root rots/damping off, stand counts 

• Alfalfa 

– Insect pressure gradually building back up 

after 1st cut.  

Please send us 
photos and captions 
of what you are 
observing. 



Corn Insects 

• We are still observing cut 
plants from the cutworm 
adult invasion that occurred 
2-3 weeks ago.  

 
• Threshold = 3 to 5% of 

plants showing signs of 
feeding or cut entirely.   

• Permethrin 
 

• Be on the look out for 
ARMYWORMS 

 
 



Armyworm 
Bt traits do not provide protection against 
true armyworm. 
 
Typical armyworm damage is pictured 
here.  
 
Look for the frass and the larvae itself 
within the whorl.  
 
Threshold = 2 or more larvae per plant on 
25% of sample, or 1 larvae per plant on 
75% of sample 
 
-Only instars that are less than 0.75”  
-Need to hit the armyworms on their way 
to the plant; untouchable once inside the 
whorl.  
 
Check field edges that are adjacent to 
grass and be sure to check fields where the 
grass cover was killed late or remains 
unkilled.  



Nutrient Deficiencies: Corn 

• The earliest corn is reaching V4-

V5 and nutrient deficiencies 

should be assessed in 

anticipation of side-dress 

applications.  

 

• Corn planted on high sandy 

areas is beginning to show 

symptoms of N deficiency.  



Weeds in Corn 

• Assess weed pressure 

right now while the 

canopy is open and 

before all the weeds 

get too big to control 

 

• Make sure to check the 

low ground.  



Soybeans:  

Root Rots/Damping Off 

 
There are a number of different causal 
organisms but they are difficult to 
distinguish.  
 
The causal organism can be seedborne or 
soilborne.  
 
More common in areas that have 
experienced cool weather and in the low 
ground. 



This Week 

Specialty Crops 

•  Weed scouting 

• Potatoes 

– Colorado Potato Beetle egg-laying and very 

trace first hatch.  

– Stem and Stand counts 

• Carrots 

– Weed scouting/herbicide recs 

• Onions 

– Staging/herbicide recs 

– Botrytis 



Lingering Cold Damage 
The 5/14-5/15 cold temps caused viral-like symptoms on some Russet 
Burbank plants that were just below the soil surface.  
 
The symptoms appear as a general lightening of color, stunting, downward 
cupping, and shrunken/puckered leaves. 
 
We expect the symptoms to abate soon as new growth proliferates.   



Stem and Stand Counts 

At the stage pictured here or a little before, we 
assist growers by providing stats on the 
average number of plants per ten foot and the 
average number of stems per plant.  
 
The statistic of the average number of stems 
per plant provides the grower with some 
insight into the physiological age of the 
planted seed and a rough idea of the size 
profile they should expect come harvest.  
 
Varieties will differ according to genetic x 
environmental interactions of the seed as well 
as agronomic practices based on end-use (e.g. 
fresh market or chip stock).  



Colorado Potato Beetle 

The early arrival of Colorado Potato Beetle adults has resulted in elevated egg 
masses per plant counts along borders and interiors of some fields (even 
those treated with neonics).  
 
A small number Rimon recommendations have been made. 
 
No Blackhawk recommendations have been made.  
 
We have observed very first egg hatch at the southern end of our purview. 



Hilling Operations 

One of the purposes of hilling is as a cultivation 
method to control weeds.  
 
Nuances: 
 
-If the soil is dry, the soil that is thrown up will 
fall down and the weeds won’t be controlled.  
 
-Flat hill tops and steep hill sides versus a more 
arching, shouldered hill  shape has implications 
for weed control and tuber development. 
 
-Wait a couple days to re-assess weed pressure 
to ensure that the big weeds did, in fact, die. 



Onion 

• Botrytis has been observed on onion. 
• Fungicide programs will begin soon. 
 

• Weed control based on the number of 
true leaves on the onions as well as the 
weed pressure present is still of main 
concern at this point, however.   

 
  



Carrots 
The special registration granted this 
spring for Lorox on coarse ground 
that is over 30’ above groundwater 
has slightly helped weed control on 
a very small number of fields. 
 
We have a better understanding of 
Caparol’s behavior this year and 
weed control has been slightly 
improved while crop injury has 
been decreased.  

Aster Leafhopper numbers have been extremely 
limited. 
 
We have not caught enough ALH at one time to run a 
lab test that determines the percent of the population 
that is vectoring Aster Yellows disease. 


